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LOCALIZATION
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Tan Gongliang discusses the problems that have arisen with the transfer of
landscape design ideas and practices from the West to China, with respect
to the experience of the Italian firm, Metrostudio. Tan observes that in many
western countries, large-scale landscape designs are developed over the
course of several years. In contrast, in China, landscape designers have
several months to simultaneously develop two or three different projects.
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Significantly, although the context of practice is different (scale and velocity,
for example as well as language and culture), nevertheless, individual
practitioners such as Antonio Inglese continue to practice as they did “back
home”. They pursue individual styles and goals through experimentation,
dialogue, and realization. In turn, this raises the question; just how localized is
contemporary landscape design?
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